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not the same as sitoation-2 because situation-1 is not the same as
situation-2, and the properties that serve to distinguish one situa-
tion from the other impregnate or qualify emotion in each case.
So if I really wanted to reproduce in words the experience of fear
in the two situations, I should have to add all of these qualifica-
tions which serve to distinguish the two situations and make them.
unique. And presumably so many qualifications would need
to be added that it would take more than one lifetime to add
them.5

But can art be superior to language in this respect ? Language
is also capable of evoking emotions, and why could not evoke
the same emotions as works of art or any other, concrete situa-
tions. But every situation is unique. If this is the case, then it
is quite clear that works of art cannot do what they are supposed
to do, any more than language can. For suppose I experience
fear in situation X. I cannot communicate or reproduce that
feeling in language, at least not in ordinary or specific discourse,
because I cannot bring in all of these qualifications that would be
necessary to do so.

Suppose I write a poem or paint a picture. But the poem or*
picture cannot communicate, or cannot 'reproduce* my feelings
either. To be sure, it does not attempt to describe situation X"
or the fear I felt in that situation. Instead it builds up a new
concrete situation, which cannot evoke my fear. For my poem
or picture is now an item in a new situation very unlike the
situation Xs in which there was no poem or picture. Besides
the poem that I write has certain feelings and emotions, at a
particular time. But afterwards I may not have that feeling or
meaning. Thus it is not possible to communicate my actual
feelings in that poem. Here we may say that the poem or piece
of art is obscure and symbolic.

It is quite clear that no emotion can conceivably be communi-
cated or 'reproduced* as Dewey wants it to be.   For Dewey

5.   Ibid, p. 318.